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This time a year is bitter sweet. The 
end of the school year brings a sense of 
accomplishment and relief, but we are also 
going to say goodbye to several retiring 
staff members. 

 It is impossible to count the number 
of lives impacted by faculty members.  
Obvious are the students they taught, but 
it’s difficult to quantify the families they 
counselled, colleagues they supported, 
students they affected outside the 
classroom, and contributions they made to 
Moshannon Valley.  Three teachers, Mrs. 
Rosemary McMasters, Mr. Tom Marcinko, 
and Mrs. Amy Shetrom will retire at the 
end of the school year.  Custodians Frank 
Hopnick and Bob Johnson, cafeteria staff 
member, Peggy Gresh, and high school 
secretary, Darlene Lenkevich are retiring 
as well.  During the year, custodian, Danny 
Zendek also retired. 

The three teachers have 101.5 years of 
service between the three of them and 
have had upwards of 12,000 students pass 
through their classroom doors and extra-
curricular activities.  Mr. Marcinko 
completes his 39th year.  Just to put that 
into perspective, when he was hired, the 
Oakland Raiders won Superbowl XI, the 
top television shows were Happy Days, All 
in the Family, and Laverne & Shirley, and 
ABBA’s Dancing Queen, the Eagles Hotel 

California, and Debby Boone’s You Light Up 
My Life were new number one songs.  The 
most popular toy was the Evel Knievel 
Stunt Bike, which sold for $9.94.  

Mrs. Shetrom 
worked 32.5 years 
for the School 
District, and Mrs. 
McMasters 
completed her 30th year.  Completing 30 or 
more years in the same district is a rarity.  

Mr. Hopnick joined our staff 4 years 
ago.  Mr. Zendek retired in December after 
more than 25 years of service.  Mr. 
Johnson will depart with almost 24 years 
of service.  Ms. Gresh has 3 ½ years of 
service.  Mrs. Lenkevich worked for the 
district for 24 years , but she worked in the 
District for the CIU prior to joining the 
staff, so her total years in the building is 
over 27.  Their contributions are many, and 
we wish them all the best in their future 
endeavors!  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

SWPBS – Award Winning 

For the second straight year, the Elementary 
School is recognized as a School Wide Positive 
Behavior Banner School in Pennsylvania. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Secondary News 
As the school year winds to a close, the traditional 
spring concerts wrap up the music program.  On 
May 11, the Moshannon Valley Choir performed 
their concert set. 

Years of Service 
By Dr. John W. Zesiger 

 
By Dr. John W. Zesiger 

Elementary News 

Sixth Grade Challenge!  10  Sixth Grade Students: Jaley 
Agans, Sara Caldwell, Riley Chase, Abby Gilson, Rashelle 
Greenawalt, Justise Hertlein, Sara McClelland, Kira 
Pelton, Melena Templeton, and Ethan Webb answered 
every question correctly to win ice cream and cake for 
the entire 6th grade compliments of the School Board.  
Congratulations! 
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Its  

Growing Science & STEM 
 

Upcoming Events & Activities 
Black Knight Pride! 

It is hard to believe, but when fall sports starts in August, Tom 
Perry will begin his 38th year as athletic director.  There is not 
another position in a school district with more diverse 
responsibilities than the AD.  Budgeting, athletic scheduling, 
contracting officials, bus scheduling, hiring coaches, adhering to 
PIAA regulations, working virtually every evening during the fall, 
winter and spring, and paperwork, paperwork, paperwork signal just 
a few of the responsibilities.  MoValley athletics appreciates his 
dedication to making the programs for our student-athletes 
outstanding. 

Aquaponics…. 
 Aquaponics comes to Moshannon Valley 
through a Department of Environmental 
Protection grant secured by Mr. Albright.  
The district will have its own Aquaponics lab 
[pictured right].  Aquaponics is the 
combination of aquaculture (fish farming) 
and hydroponics (soilless plant growing).  In 
Aquaponics, the nutrient-rich water that 
results from raising fish provides a source of 
natural fertilizer for the growing plants.  As 
the plants consume the nutrients, they help 
to purify the water that the fish live in.  A 
natural microbial process keeps both the 
fish and plants healthy.  This creates a 
sustainable ecosystem, where both plants 
and fish can thrive.  In educational 
applications, Aquaponics is an excellent 
model of nature’s biological cycles.  Our 
biology, chemistry, life and earth sciences 
classes have three crops to keep alive in 
Aquaponics; the fish, the plants, and the 
beneficial bacteria.   
 These three living entities each rely on the 
other to live.  The bacteria consume the fish 
waste keeping the water clean for the fish.  
In the process, the bacteria provide the 
plants with a usable form of nutrients.  In 
removing these nutrients through plant 
growth, the plants help to clean the water 
the fish live in. 

 
 

 May 25: Elementary Music Concert 
 May 25: CCCTC Graduation at Curwensville HS 
 May 31: HS Awards Ceremony 
 June 1: 6th Grade Graduation 
 June 2: Early Dismissal – HS 12:15 & ES 1:15 
 June 2: Commencement 
 

The Aquaponics system purchased for Moshannon 
Valley High School.  Photo shows the flat growing 
tanks for plants and in the back the larger round 

fish tank.  A diagram of the process is located 
below. 


